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cable: the injunctions consequently given of old to
preserve the chosen people from, idolatry and paganism,
cannot be held to prohibit Christians from seeking the
aid of those departed saints who are now reigning with
Christ. But, surely, those precepts, and denunciations,
and commands, are still most strictly applicable, as
conveying to us a knowledge of the will of our Hea-
venly Father, that his sons arid daughters on earth
should associate no name, however exalted among tlie
principalities and powers in heavenly places, with his
own holy name in prayer, and spiritual invocation. I
am throughout this address supposing myself to be
speaking to those whose heart's desire is to fulfil the
will of God in all things; not those who are contented
to depart from the spirit of that will, whenever they can
devise plausible arguments to countenance such de-
parture.

The cases both of precept and example through the
Old Testament affording so stringent and so universal
a rule against the association of any name with the
name of the Almighty in our prayers; before we
can conclude that Christians have a liberty denied to
believers under the former dispensations, we must
surely produce a declaration to that effect, clear,
unequivocal, and precisely in point. Nothing short
of an enactment, rescinding in terms the former pro-
hibitory law, and positively sanctioning supplications
and prayers to saints and angels, seems capable of satis-
fying any Christian bent on discovering the will of God,
and resolved to worship Him agreeably to the spirit of
that will as it has been revealed. But let us read the
New Testament from its first to its very last word, and
we shall find, that the doctrines, the precepts, and the
examples, the pervading reigning spirit of the entire